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Government extended my service into the next year to allow
of the disposal of certain questions before the Opium Com-
mission, which was still sitting in Calcutta, and the close of
the cold season saw us packed up and prepared to leave the
country in which the best part of our lives had been passed.
From all those who knew us in India my wife and I had
the most cordial and affectionate send-off, I think that In
our time we had both done our best to make it pleasant for
those around us. And this was very handsomely recognised
in all quarters. The members of our service entertained us
at a farewell ball, when many kind and deservedly pleasant
things were said regarding the excellent influence exercised
by my wife in the society in which she had moved. The
Opium and Volunteer services, with which I had of late years
been chiefly identified, opened a subscription intending to
present my wife with a diamond necklace, Much as we both
appreciated this compliment, we were obliged to decline the
gift. The rules of the service very properly forbid an official
to accept such testimonials. And although it was represented,
not without truth, that nearly every high official of recent
years had permitted his wife to accept whatsoever of necklaces,
&c, could be collected, we considered that the "Qui facit per
aliam, facit per she" rule applied. We were glad, then, when
it was decided that the considerable sum subscribed should
go instead to the purchase of a Challenge Trophy to bear my
name, and to be shot for by all the Volunteer corps in India.
The officers of these Departments entertained me at a farewell
banquet at Benares, which many officers of the Volunteer force
in various parts of India attended, and where I said good-bye
for the time to that most excellent of Volunteers and of men,
Colonel Sir John Edge, Chief Justice, then of. the High Court
at Allahabad. As a judge I have, fortunately, never had any
experience of his capacity. But I can claim some experience
of him as a valued friend, and a good man all-round, whether
as sportsman, Volunteer, or comrade. That his legal merits
cannot be less than those in other capacities, is proved by the
fact that I have recently had the pleasure of writing to con-